Failure to define death: the unsettled question.
Many states have passed the Uniform Anatomical Gift Act, which places the burden of determination of actual death of the patient upon the physician. The House of Delegates of the Connecticut State Medical Society has endorsed a definition of death. The Kansas Legislature was the first to adopt a statute defining death, but many authorities believe that this is an area in which the medical profession should assume total responsibility. Failure of the medical profession to meet this responsibility will lead to the development of areas of liability with new and unexpected ramifications for physicians and hospitals.